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CHARACTERS

() ELIZABETH SAWYER - (female, forties/fifties/sixties) An outeast.
(5) SCRATCH - (male, twenties/early thirtics) The desil.
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() SIRARTHUR BANKS - (male, fifties/sixties) A wealthy and powerful man. i o2
@ CUDDY BANKS - (male, twenties/early thirties) Sir Arthur's son, \l/ = o AN B(T %
infully shy, & Morris dancer. He i in Jove with Frank (and —
Eljotn};mi He is secretly in Jo ( EM\ 6Pi
() FRANK THORNEY - (male, twenties/early thirties) A confident and ¢ = sond R EXV &P L
successful young man, charming and ruthless. His ambition knows
no bounds. ENT Ecl
(W) WINNIFRED - (female, twenties/early thirties) Sir Arthur's servant, _L‘q, = dom s\aus E X1 eC j_
resigned and pragmatic, secretly married to Frank.
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SETTING
The Village of Edmonton: a semi-rural small town lost in the country.

Al

TIME
Then-ish. But equally of our moment. No faux-period accents, please.
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(ELIZABETH's cottage. Later. Day.)
(SCRATCH is back. A little fittery, just arrived.)

SCRATCH. I thought it would help if you could sort of ~ see
what you're getting. All the services provided.

ELIZABETH. 1 said No.
SCRATCH. Yes but you see

the thing is
nobody says No.

ELIZABETH. 1 did.

SCRATCH. But that’s because you don’t understand the
value of the offer. I don’t want to boast, but I've only
been doing this a few hundred years and vet I recently
got a promotion, and honestly? The secret to my success
is authenticity. My offer is authentic. It is detailed and
it is authentic and people are statistically, authentically
happy when they work with me.

ELIZABETH. How experienced are you?

SCRATCH. I'm fast-rising. If you want to get detailed, my
year-end numbers are better (across the board) than
my senior colleagues), and my customer satisfaction
is generally a good seven to ten points higher. If you
heard me out, you might be surprised.

(A moment. Has he scored a point? Just in
case he has, he rushes forward:)

So, here is a list of all the townfolk who have been cruel
to you or said cruel things or acted impolitely. Their
names, their addresses, the degree of their offense.
I arranged it in a few different ways, there'’s sort of
youngest-to-oldest (that’s this one), and then there
is meanest-to-least-mean (that’s this one), and then
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I arranged it in order of the kinds of punishments 1
might suggest, and that list is structured in order of my
favorite-to-least-favorite punishments.

(A moment.)

Would vou like to hear some of my favorite
punishments?

(ELIZABETH is intrigued despite herself.)
ELIZABETH. (But this is a Yes.) Can I stop you?

SCRATCH. (Brightly.) Okay! Great! Iere we go!
Pox on the cow.

Pox on the hens.
Pox on the baby.
‘That’s the pox section.
(Pause.)
Milkmaid is ornery. @ ><
Girlfriend is ornery. C S
Wife is ornery.
That’s the Personal Relationship section. @ \l/ \ O %(X\’
(Pause.) EEOI
Ants, ® " 2 sieps
Crickets.
Lice. @ ‘
That's the insect section. o >< DS 6@“ ?\(k\‘
Are you still with me?

ELIZABETH. Those are all a bit...juvenile.

SCRATCH. I'm sorry?
ELIZABETH. You don't think?

A bit...under-effective.
SCRATCH. 1 assure you, they're very effective! Imagine:

you sneeze and an ant falls out, the internal made
external, a metaphor that / I particularly -
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ELIZABETH. What about wholesale slaughter?

SCRATCH. Oh.
Well.
That’s a thing that we - 1 mean, that’s sort of an
advanced offer.
But we do do that.
But it tends to be...advanced.

ELIZABETH. Advanced how?
Advanced like that’s the deal you make with men?

(An awkward moment - that is the deal he
makes with men.)

And women get crickets. Okay. [EOUCH
SCRATCH. It sort of just works out like that.

(Gelting flustered, as she stares at him.)

1t’s not - [about bias]
women have theirown -  [set of interests]
and they tend to be the ones whoaskme  [about insects]
so I'm not even
but
so
it just generally works out like that.
Unconsciously.
ELIZABETH. Well
maybe if you consciously offered women wholesale
slaughter more often
it would work out a different way. Generally.

SCRATCH. I guess maybe it might.
(A beat. He is intrigued by her.)
(She is intrigued by him and doesn’t want to be.)
ELIZABETH. Is that everything?
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